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Any student of either history or of 
the Bible is well aware that civilization 
began on the plains of Shinar which is 
present day Iraq.  From man’s creation 
of a city  and  tower on  this  site  and 
G-d’s disbursement of these men there 
have been conflict, confusion and ri-
valry in that region.  From that day on-
ward, G-d created confusion amongst 
men in that place, and each man’s hand 
since that time has been against his 
neighbor. 

 
 The Biblical prophets, especially 

Ezekiel, spoke about this non-ending 
war.  They predicted that at the end of 
this world in the epochs of the Messiah, 
an array of nations from this region will 
attack Israel from the North.  The Bible 
describes two historical enemies re-
ferred to as Gog and Magog who after 
centuries upon centuries of killing each 
other, will become inseparable allies 
who will lead a force of armies to attack 
and invade Israel.  This huge battle is 
the great Armageddon which will pre-
cede Messianic times.  G-d describes 
this battle as the mother of all wars, 
where G-d will rain on Gog, Magog and 
all of their cohorts. The description of 
this battle can only be fallout from a 
nuclear attack.  That strike will cause a 
great shaking that will obliterate even 
the fish in the sea, the fowl of the air 
and all things that creep in the earth.  
The great mountains will be obliterated, 
and all the buildings and walls shall 
collapse. 

 
G-d will use arrows to remove the 

arrows that leave the enemies’ bow in 
the same manner that the American 
Patriot and Israel Arrow system now 
use a missile to knock down a missile.  
Not only will the nation’s forces be slain 
in northern Israel, but the countries from 
which they came will also suffer at G-
d’s hands. 

 
Many of the disciples of the Lord 

maintain that Iran and Iraq represent 
the two great nations of Gog and Ma-
gog.  They even have similarities in the 
spelling of their names.  Iraq under 
Saddam Hussein lost one million sol-
diers in its battles with Iran.  Thousand 
of Iranian children sacrificed their lives 
in the name of the Ayatollahs. 

 
Interestingly after almost a dec-

ade, the expense of 850 billion dollars, 
the cost of 4400 lives, and many Ameri-
can arms and legs our forces are about 
to be expelled from Iraq in a disrespect-
ful and thankless manner. 

 
 One might note the unprece-

dented warming of relations between 
Iraq and Iran and the recent influence 
Iran has developed with Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon, Hezbollah and Hemps.  The 
present vacuum of power seems likely 
to benefit the Iranians especially under 
a Malachi government.  There is no 
Saddam Hussein to stop the Iranians 
from implementing their doomsday 
plan.  Maybe the architect of the Bible 
had all this right when he wrote about 
these events of history. 

Rabbi’s Message           

     
                        

                                                          David C. Novitsky  

Armageddon 

If I Were a Gambling Man . . . 

From the  
President’s Keyboard 
 
                                                     
Richard Littman    

   But, I’m not.  Not really. Yes, I, like 
some of you, have been to the local 
casinos, but the thought of losing 
money—and I always lose—doesn’t 
appeal to me.  They didn’t build these 
beautiful expensive buildings on your 
winnings.  The real appeal to me is not 
the penny, quarter or dollar slots.  It is 
the table games.  Not the ones you’re 
thinking of, but, rather, the buffet at the 
downtown casino. 
          
 But, if I were a gambling man, would 
I bet on the chicken or the egg?  Which 
one came first? Does anyone really 
care?   
 
   Or, as pertains to Beth Israel, 
which will happen first:  will we run out 
of money, or will we no longer be able 

See President                                  page 4 
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Our Congregational Family 
 
 Mazel tov  to:   
 

 Marilyn Bernzweig on the birth of her great-
granddaughter Talia Eden Goodman, 7 lbs. 11 ozs., 20 
inches long, born November 26, 2011, in Hoboken, 
New Jersey.  Talia is the daughter of Elissa & Seth 
Goodman, the granddaughter of Susan & Andy Aaron-
son of Crofton, Maryland.  Talia is also the great-
granddaughter of the late Melvin Bernzweig.    

 
Sincere Sympathies to:  
 
 Mark and Jill Baer on the passing of Mark’s 
mother, Helen Baer, on December 16.  A complete 
obituary will appear in the February edition of the 
Chronicle. 
 

Richad Lasday and family on the death of his 
wife, Audrey , on December 19.  A complete obituary 
will appear in the February issue of the Chronicle. 

Board of Directors’ Meeting 
 

 The Beth Israel Board of Directors held its meet-
ing on Tuesday, December 6, in the synagogue library. 

  
   Judy  and Dick Pataki  reported for the Beautifi-

cation and Cemetery Committees respectively. Judy 
has been regularly replacing the flowers in the arrange-
ments in both the chapel and the Sisterhood room.  
Dick informed those in attendance that the cemetery 
maintenance man has lost his job.  That means that 
there is a remote possibility that he could leave 
the region. 

  
 The Chanukah luncheon is scheduled for Sun-

day, December 18.  Violet Lawson will entertain, play-
ing Jewish music on her violin.  Hamantashen baking 
will take place on Sunday, February 26, 2012.   The 
dough will be prepared the previous Thursday evening, 
February 23.    The discussion on choosing the date for 
the seder was tabled until the next meeting. 

  
  Once again Beth Israel members are volunteer-

ing at Washington Hospital on both Christmas Eve and 
Christmas day.  They will staff the Visitors' Information 
desk so that the volunteers who usually work there will 
be able to celebrate their holiday with their families. 

Leket  Israel Charity Plates 
 

 During Yom Kippur charity plates were placed in 
the foyer of Beth Israel. Both members and visitors 
were encouraged to make contributions.  The funds 
collected were given to American Friends of Leket Is-
rael, which is Israel’s largest food bank.  Leket Israel 
distributes food to hundreds of nonprofits serving some 
60,000 needy Israelis daily to meet the basic nutritional 
needs of the country’s disadvantaged and provide criti-
cal advice and vital funds in the areas of nutrition and 
food safety.  Beth Israel recently received a letter thank-
ing all those who generously contributed for helping to 
fight and alleviate hunger in Israel.   
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General Fund 
 

In Memory of: 
Jeannette Ackerman     
     Rachel & Larry Barnett Marilyn Gilman 
    Judy & Martin Beichner  Marjorie & Lew Green 
    Martha Berman Wendy & Donald Krek 
    Marilyn Bernzweig  Dorothy Landay 
    Terry & Byron Brooks Shelley & Steve McCloskey 
    Suzy & Wendell Brucker Donna & Mark McVehil 
    Connie Ceisler Shirley Morris 
    Joanne & Robert Coyle Marjorie & William  
    Linda & J. Lynn DeHaven             Schlosberg 
    Faye A. Diamond Fredda & Paul Unangst 
    East Washington Borough Fred Weber 
    Nancy, Sheldon & Mary  Nancy & Gerard Weiss 
                Joelle Epstein,  
     
Cornelia Ceisler Connie Ceisler & her  
       Philadelphia Family 
Robert Ceisler Connie Ceisler 
Robert Ceisler Larry Ceisler 
Helen Klahr Cushner Arnold Cushner  
Esther Danzinger Judith E. Siegel-Baum 
Leo Eilkan Marilyn & Martin Elikan 
Rose Freund Shirley Radman 
Beverly Glick         
     Carol & Jon Adler Donna & Mark McVehil 
     Marilyn Bernzweig Marilyn & David Posner 
     Marjorie & Lew Green Machi & Marc Simon 
     Dorothy Landay Arthur Tamarkin Family 
     Shelley & Steve McCloskey 
 

Marvin Kaufman Phyllis Kaufman 
Neehemych Nosson Ben  
      Moshe Kaufman Phyllis Kaufman 
Esther Malkey Kauffman Dr. Malcolm Rosenbaum 
Jacob Landay Ralph D. Berkowitz 
Leah Landay Ralph D. Berkowitz 
Morris H. Leiner Esther & Harry Drucker 
Ida Lemelman Rebecca & Elliot Lemelman 
Lucina Matzner Judith Steinberg 
Joseph Perlman Fred Weber 
Milton Rosenbaum Dr. Malcolm Rosenbaum 
Frances Ruttenberg Harriet & Dennis Gould 
Jacob Joshua Shapell Kathy & Irvin Shapell 

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE  
THE FOLLOWING GIFTS  

(as of December 15, 2011)   
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General Fund 
 

In Memory of: 
 
A. Boyd Siegel Judith E. Siegel-Baum 
Yetta Siegel Judith E. Siegel-Baum 
Martha Weber  Beti Weber & Julius Moskowitz 
Morris Weber  Beti Weber & Julius Moskowitz 
Robert Weinberger Pauline Weinberger 
 
In Honor of: 
 
Beth Israel Congregation Marilyn & David Posner 
Beth Israel Congregation Michael Siegel 
Lissa & Jonathan Infeld’s  
      wedding anniversary Pauline Weinberger 
 
    

Cemetery Fund 
 

In Memory of: 
 
Beverly Glick Martha Berman 
 

 Adler Endowment Fund 
 

In Memory of: 
 
Beverly Glick Edith Adler 
Helen Levine Carol & Jon Adler 
 

 Anna C. Cohen Children’s Library   
 

In Memory of: 
 
Blanche Landay Weiner Ruth & Myron Weiner 
 
  

 Yom Kippur Fund 
 

Kathy & Gary Gilman 
Judith & Richard Pataki 
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January Birthdays 
 

   1  Pauline Weinberger 
   1  Malone Simon 
   7  Michele Bastacky 
  8  Richard Lasday 
 20  Melissa Bastacky 
 20  Daniel Belkin 
 22     Rebecca Reilly 
  24     Peter Glasser 
 26     Richard Belkin 
 28   Edna Siegel 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Anniversary 
        18  Rebecca & David Reilly 

 

 

      

 

www.WarcoFalvoFuneralHome.com  

 

to make a minyan?  A shul is many 
things--a Sunday school, a Hebrew 
school, and a place for celebrations—
Bar/Bas Mitzvahs, weddings, and funer-
als.  It’s also a place to pray.  But, we 
need 10 people to make a minyan.  Not 
just men, but women, too.  In fact, if it 
weren’t for the women in our congrega-
tion, we might never make a minyan. 
 
   What’s so important about having a 
minyan?  Without, we can’t have a To-
rah service; we can’t say kaddish 
among other prayers we have to leave 
out.  It’s our tradition! It takes at the 
most, about one hour on Friday night 
and one and a half hours on Saturday 
morning.  We are all busy, I know that.  
But it’s free, it doesn’t take much time 
and you’ll feel good afterward.  What a 
great way to start a weekend! 
 
   The money is always an issue, at 
any shul.  We are no different.  Think 
about it, we are one of the only shuls 
that doesn’t have or require a major 
commitment to a building fund.  We 
don’t tell you what to pay for dues.  We 
do have a Fair Share program that al-
lows you to set, based on your income, 
what you feel you should pay.  And, 
thanks to David Posner’s wonderful 
Yom Kippur speech you are responding 
generously.  Thank you, everyone who 
has shown they care and want to keep 
Beth Israel strong for, at least, another 
120 years. 
 
   We, as a congregation, are taking 
steps to reduce our costs and increase 
our income, but we still need your help.  
 
   So, what do you think?  MONEY?  
MINYAN?  NEITHER?   
 
   Show me!   

 

 Dr. Philip Pinsker, D.P.M. 
 
 
 
853 Jefferson Ave. 
Washington, PA  15301 
Telephone 724-225-7410 
Fax 724-225-9469 

 

 

 Free Income Tax Return 
Services to Low-income 

Families is Available  
 

 Community Action Southwest is 
recruiting for the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) Program. Volunteers 
will assist low-to-middle-income families 
complete their 2011 income tax returns 
and receive the maximum refund to 
which they are entitled.  Volunteers are 
needed in the Washington or Waynes-
burg offices one day a week from Feb-
ruary through April. Daytime and eve-
ning hours are available. 

 
           Contact the Beth Israel office for 
further information.            

 
 
 

President                    continued from page 1 Israeli Folk Dance Troupe 
 

             An Israeli Folk Dance Troupe is 
being formed to represent the Pitts-
burgh Jewish community at various 
public events.  For 2012, the focus will 
be on the two Yom Ha’atzmaut celebra-
tions and on representing Israel at the 
Pittsburgh International Folk Festival.  
This group will also perform at other 
events in the future.  Both male and 
female teens are eligible.  Ultimately, 
this group will form the nucleus of an 
Israeli Folk Dancing program through-
out Greater Pittsburgh.  Please call Lee 
Feldman at 412-561-0321 to express 
your interest in Israeli folk dancing.   
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 997 North Main Street 
Washington, PA 15301 

Telephone 724-222-2577 
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Judie Adler-McNutt 

 I made a great dip recipe for my family to enjoy during Thanksgiving week-
end. The hardest part of the recipe was finding crackers to go with it – reading label 
ingredients is a must when it comes to crackers. It’s really hard to find some without 
sodium and trans fats!  Check out the bagel chips as well. 
 
 1 container cream cheese spread (this       1 C. grated cheddar cheese – low fat 
       is different from the ‘block’/container     Chopped walnuts 
       of regular cream cheese) 
 About 1 C. of dried apricots – I used a pair 
      of scissors to cut each apricot into quarters. 
 
 Mix the cream cheese spread with the grated cheddar cheese; add the apri-
cots.  Sprinkle on the walnuts (I covered the entire dish) Bake 350�  for about 20 – 30 
minutes  How easy is that!!?? 
 
 Since we’re buying apricots, please see below for a recipe re-run! 
 
  
 2 C. dry couscous    3 C. boiling water  
½ C. diced dried apricots (I added a little 1 tsp. salt  
     more because I love dried apricots.) 
  
 In a medium-size baking dish, stir together couscous and apricots. Mix boil-
ing water and salt in a measuring cup. Pour over couscous, and immediately cover 
the dish with foil. Let stand until liquid is absorbed, about 5 minutes. Remove foil, and 
fluff couscous with a fork. If you need to keep it warm, place couscous in a low oven 
until ready to serve. 
 
  Jim  joins me in wishing you a healthy and peaceful 2012.  

WASHINGTON 
160 North College Street 
Washington, PA 15301 

724-225-9427 

 
CANONSBURG 
113 Cavasina Drive 

Canonsburg, PA  15317 
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Congregants Participate  
in Annual Mitzvah Day 

 
It has become a long standing 

custom that members of the Beth Israel 
Congregation relieve volunteers at The 
Washington Hospital who are sched-
uled to be on duty either December 24 
(Christmas Eve) or December 25 
(Christmas Day). This year members of 
Beth Israel lent a hand at the Visitors' 
Information Center in the hospital's 
main lobby. This mitzvah is performed 
so that those who staff the Visitors' In-
formation Center can spend their holi-
day time with their families. Congre-
gants Carol and Jon Adler , Megan 
and Peter Glasser, Judy  and Dick 
Pataki   answered the telephone and 
directed visitors to the rooms of the 
patients whom they were visiting, in 
addition to, helping other visitors to the 
building find their destinations. 

Golden Book Page Added 
 

A new page has been added 
to the Beth Israel Golden Book.  The 
page was contributed in loving mem-
ory of Marvin Kaufman by his wife, 
Phyllis Kaufman, his children, Cindy 
Leckenby, Natalie, Nathan, Robert 
and David Kaufman and his grand-
children.  Marvin was a long time 
member of the Beth Israel Congre-
gation, and according to Phyllis, 
loved being a part of the congrega-
tion.   

Apricot Dip 
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Chanukah Luncheon Enjoyed 
 
 Sunday, December 18, was the date of Beth Israel’s 
Annual Chanukah luncheon.  Members and their guests were 
treated to good music and good food as President Littman 
planned another great day. 
 
 Former member Violet Lawson provided the music for 
the afternoon.  Traditional songs were played skillfully on her 
violin while members sang along to some of their favorites.  The 
food was prepared by Murray Avenue Kosher, one of the Chroni-
cle’s  advertisers.  It was traditional and tasty.  Pastries and gelt 
were the dessert offerings. 

Violet Lawson on the violin 

L. to r.: Jacob Belkin , Malone Simon , Marc 
Simon , Judy Pataki and Machi Simon  

Richard Littman serves to Pauline, Philip  
and Louise Weinberger  

L. to r.: Marc Simon, Gary Gilman  and Dan Belkin 
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Yahrzeits  
 

          The following loved ones will be recalled in the coming weeks.  Names will be read at both 
Shabbas services (Friday evening and Saturday morning) preceding the date listed.  It is appropriate 
for relatives to attend services on that Shabbas. 

  
 To be observed Dec. 30 & 31: 
 
    Tevet     January 
 6 Marion  Adler  1 
 6 Seymour  Schwartz  1 
 6 David  Gorodetsky �� 1 
 7 Joseph J. Broida  2 
 7 Leo  Devon �� 2 
 7 Yiddl  Lemelman  2 
 8 Nettie  Green �  3 
 9 Geri  Gross-Happl �  4 
 9 Sara  Potashman �  4 
 9 Pauline  Lesser �  4 
 9 Sigmund  Lample �  4 
 9 Jack  Diamond  4 
 10 Theodore  Grossman �  5 
 10 Lesser  Karpf  5 
 10 Max  Langer  5 
 11 Sol  Mintz  6 
    11 Rose  Gross �  6 
 
 To be observed Jan. 6 & 7: 
 
 12 Joseph  Kauffman �   7 
 12 Julius  Kotchar �   7 
 12 Mary  Darling   7 
 13 L. Samuel Siegel �   8 
 13 Anna  Young   8 
 13 Sidney  Schwartz   8 
 14 Ethel  Malvin   8 
 14 Lillian K. Rosenbaum �   9 
 15 Charles  Landay �  10 
 15 Marvin  Kaufman  10 
 15 David  Goldstone �  10 
 15 Minna  Green  10 
 16 Morris  Wise  11 
 17 Maurice A. Golomb �  12 
 17 Arthur E. Morris �  12 
 18 Regina  Schwartz �  13 
 18 Dave Ber Siegel �  13 
 18 Clara  Weber �  13 
 18 Sylvia G. Gottlieb �  13 
 18 Rudolph  Hanau �  13 

 
 To be observed Jan. 13 & 14: 
 
   Tevet        January 
 19 Lt. Harland Joseph  
               Grossman  14 
 19 Reva Lipp Rosenblum  14 
 19 Fanny  Hanau �  14 
 20 Robert  Sulkowski  15 
 20 Jean Bernard Ardman  15 
 20 Morris  Weber �  15 
 21 Samuel  Klevans �  16 
 21 Freda  Mintz  16 
 21 Lena  Weiner �  16 
 22 Irving  Glasser  17 
 22 Carl  Pessel �  17 
 23 Samuel  Lewis �  18 
 23 Max  Caplan �  18 
 23 Sadye  Cohen �  18 
 24 Solomon M. Green �  19 
 25 Sadye  Wise  20 
 
 To be observed Jan. 20 & 21: 
 
 26 Bernard H. Berman, M.D.� 21 
 27 Albert  Gross �  22 
 28 Zelda M. Goldfarb �  23 
 28 Israel W. Richman �  23 
 29 Victor  Cohen �  24 
 29 Harold M. Grossman  24 
 29 Ida M. Myers  24 
   Shevat January 
 1 Meyer  Potashman  25 
 1 Gertrude  Cohen  25 
 2 Pinchas  Mesh  26 
 2 Sidney C. Wolf  26 
 3 Jerome  Engelsberg  27 
 3 Sylvia  Kuper  27 
 3 Solomon  Levine  27 
 3 Harry Arye Meyers �  27 
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� Yahrzeit plaques will  be lit  for a week beginning on the Sabbath before the 
anniversary. Names followed by a Mogen Dovid (� ) are those for whom there is a 
plaque displayed in Beth Israel. If you do not have a yahrzeit plaque for a deceased 
loved one,  please call the synagogue office to order one. 

To be observed Jan. 27 & 28: 
 
    Shevat                               January   
 4 Ruben  Shure  28 
 4 Bella  Wilner �  28 
 5 Gertrude  Silberman  29 
 5 Maxine H. Ginsburg �  29 
 6 Dr. Arthur Lee Hecht �  30 
 6 Saul  Lipp  30 
 6 Sherman  Pinsker �  30 
 6 Morris  Slotsky �  30 
 7 Tilly  Levine �  31 
 7 Naomi  Major �  31 
    Shevat February 
 8 Fanny  DeLynn �  1 
 8 Harry  Malvin  1 
 9 Ruth  Slotsky  2 
 9 Anna  Landay �  2 
 9 Jack  Levite  2 
 10 Helen  Shapiro �  3 
 10 Charles  Ardman  3 
 10 Eugene J. Ceisler �  3 
 10 Sam  Cohen �  3 
 10 Donald V. Lasday  3 
 
 To be observed Feb. 3 & 4: 
 
 11 Judge David H. Weiner �  4 
 11 Nathan T. Gottlieb  4 
 11 Loretta  Dorn �  4 
 12 Mollie  Gessner  5 
 13 Goldie  Glick  6 
 13 Hanna Frada Neiman �  6 
 14 Ada  Kantor �  7 
 14 Stephen H. Romanoff �  7 
 14 Lewis  Lesser �  7 
 14 Rebekah  Landay �  7 
 15 Jacob Isaac Cohen �  8 
 15 Dr. Nathan K. Grossman �  8 
 15 Betty Holstein Gordon  8 
 15 Hyman  Klahr �  8 
 16 Abraham  Goldfarb �  9 
 16 Benjamin  Kagan, M.D.   9 
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Calendar 
 

 

January 
 

 Sunday    1  New Year's Day 2012  
    No Sunday School – Winter Recess 
 Friday      6 7:30 p.m. Shabbas Services 
 Saturday     7 9:30 p.m. Shabbas Services Vayechi  
 Sunday       8 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 Friday  13 7:30 p.m. Shabbas Services 
 Saturday   14 9:30 p.m. Shabbas Services Shemot 
 Sunday     15 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 Monday   16  Martin Luther King Day 
 Tuesday    17 7:00 p.m. Board of Directors’ Meeting 
 Friday   20 7:30 p.m. Shabbas Services 
 Saturday    21  9:30 p.m. Shabbas Services Vaera  
 Sunday    22 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 Wednesday  25  Rosh Chodesh Sh'vat 
 Friday   27 7:30 p.m. Shabbas Services 
 

 February 
  
 Friday    3 7:30 p.m. Shabbas Services 
 Saturday       4  9:30 p.m. Shabbas Services Beshalach  
 Sunday      5 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
 Wednesday    8  Tu B’Shvat  
 Friday   10 7:30 p.m. Shabbas Services 
 Saturday    11 9:30 p.m. Shabbas Services Yitro 
 Sunday    12 9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
  

Presented by 

Exchange Underwriters, Inc. 
Canonsburg, PA 

724-745-1600 
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Marilyn’s Antiques 
 

Buying and Selling 
Phone   412-833-0956 

 

 
Marilyn Gilman, owner 

 
 

Located at 
Main Street Antiques 

800 Main Street 
Monongahela,  PA  15063 

 
 

Present this ad for a  
10%  Discount 
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ONEG SHABBAT HOSTS & CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES 
  

   January Chairperson of the Month:  Marilyn Gilman 
 

  January   6    Congregation 4:52 p.m. 
 
  January 13    Billie Jo & Rick Belkin 4:59 p.m. 
 
  January 20    Marilyn Gilman 5:06 p.m. 
 
  January 27    Fred Weber 5:15 p.m. 

 
 
Note:  Hosts must provide cake or cookies, fruit and liquid non-dairy creamer (such 
as Coffee Rich®) .  Following services please leave additional baked goods  in the 
refrigerator for the Saturday morning Kiddush. 


